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Sir,

This is with reference to the protest of women’s rights activists inside the Delhi High Court premises against the observations of Justice J.D. Kapoor in a dowry harassment case (report dated 23/5/03). In this regard, we fully concur with the honourable judge’s comments and urge all concerned citizens including those working for women’s empowerment to take a more balanced view of the matter and not allow militant concern for one injustice to become a source of other injustices. 

Undoubtedly, harassment and violence against helpless brides by in-laws has been the most shameful and horrendous evil in our society. Yet, the misuse of police’s powers to arrest and harass the husband and his relatives in proven cases of concocted dowry charges call for fresh safeguards in legal proceedings and police action in these matters today. The reported suggestions made by Justice Kapoor are extremely pertinent in this context. 
Those working for women’s empowerment may well consider that the rash arrest or, threat of arrest, of everyone named by a woman or her male relatives on trumped up dowry charges may lead to endless harassment of the innocent in many cases. As admitted by police, neighbours and judges countless aged and minors (including women) have been thus harassed and blackmailed of late. Not only are FIRs lodged in such cases without demand for proof of charge but arrests are also made without investigation and bail pleas rejected as a matter of routine. Existing laws thus seem to give benefit to the accuser and little chance of defence to the accused before ‘settlement’. 

But the most worrisome casualty of such ‘empowerment’ is the home itself, as rightly pointed out by the honourable judge. While home may not be sacrosanct for some today, fair trial for aged mothers and minor sisters ought to be.
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