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Sir,

The manner in which some ‘patriotic’ Indians recently hurled abuses and muck on some British citizens visiting the sites associated with the 1857 Mutiny was most embarrassing and saddening. If these youths think that they were bringing glory to the nation through such abominable acts, they are awfully wrong. It has never been our tradition to abuse harmless visitors in such a manner nor was our freedom struggle itself built on such a base combination of cowardice and insensitivity. The Gandhian upsurge was in fact the epitome of deep patriotism alloyed with an equally sincere humanism which respects all. 
No doubt Indians have the right and the duty to never forget the inhumanities perpetrated by the Hodsons and the Neils in 1857. Yet, the best traditions of nationalism do not permit us to attack their descendants today. Indeed we shall magnanimously acknowledge that while the rebels of 1857 made great sacrifices and showed heroism, valour and courage were not absent among those Britons also who stood firmly against great odds in that storm. 
I am sure that true patriots would join me in condemning all misguided assaults on visitors and in welcoming all who come here to pay homage, irrespective of creed or nationality. National boundaries should after all define one’s field of action and commitments primarily not mental horizons or critical awareness so rigidly.
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