The Editors,

The Hindu

New Delhi.

Ref: Reader’s Mail.

Sir,

In a number of heinous crimes including terrorist attacks on civilian targets in recent months, a common feature exposed by investigation has been the graduation of small time criminals to the ranks of mafioso mostly after jumping bail granted on initial offences. This exploitation of the legal process by the gang lords is in sharp contrast to the pathetic stories of those incarcerated on frivolous charges and languishing in jails for decades for want of resources and competent counsels. 

Such an irony in the process of justice in our society calls for a major review of laws pertaining to the granting of bail and parole and serious introspection on the part of legal personnel and the police on an issue which has grave implications for the life and security of millions. We owe it to the numerous victims of mayhem created by Muhammad Tariqs, Abu Salems and Babloo Srivastavas that the lose ends in the prosecution of criminal cases are rectified at the earliest. 

No society can completely weed out crime. But communities where hardened deviants have a fair chance of being confined to asylums for required time spans can alone expect their members to feel secure enough to pursue long term goals in life. 
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