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Ref: Note titled School Curriculum for the Readers’ Mail column.

Sir,

The changes mooted by the NCERT in school curricula, of late, inspire hope in the possibility of belated reforms in our education system. However, one major contradiction in the nature of changes proposed from different quarters demand serious attention at the outset. On the one hand, consensus is apparent in the proposals regarding the need to reduce the burden of ‘learning’ on students, at the same time, numerous suggestions for addition of new courses seem to be pouring in constantly. While the proposed additions in the curriculum on environment, fine arts, entrepreneurship, computers, sex education, ‘soft skills’ and counseling, yoga and physical education, gender studies and human rights etc all seem very exciting and promising, the resultant addition to the load of learning for the pupil is not difficult to imagine.

Yet, the contradiction implied in these divergent expectations from the curriculum may be resolved if we could radically rethink our pedagogic models, course content and rules for assessment and evaluation in schools.

As far as the course content is concerned, while standard papers in mathematics, sciences, grammar etc. are indispensable, considerable potential remains for cutting down the flab of information and precocious specialization to produce thinner text books focusing on lucid insights and project work capable of enhancing the understanding of relevant age groups in a cumulative fashion rather than compressing too much data from history, environment, biology etc repeatedly over the years in school life. 

Another departure which may help in enriching the curriculum along with a reduction in rote learning is the promotion of ample choice for pupils in some areas. Thus while basic familiarity or working knowledge may be offered to all through general introductory courses in sciences, social studies etc. the pupil may also be allowed to chose between advanced courses in fine arts, mathematics, foreign languages etc. according to her taste, aptitude and future goals. 

It is important to add here that ‘non academic’ options such as fine arts, crafts, entrepreneurship and sports should be accorded adequate priority, respect and weigtage in final credits to reward the untapped talents of students from the lower strata in particular and to meaningfully address the problem of a high drop out rate in our schools too.

Looking forward to kind consideration for inclusion in your esteemed column at the earliest.
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