Editors,

The Hindu

New Delhi.

Ref: Reader’s Mail.

Sir,

The influence of the superstars of entertainment on young impressionable minds hardly needs to be demonstrated. The print medium still plays a corrective role in this context thru continuous appraisal of dominant trends in the world of showbiz for its readers. 
The following note on the ouvre of the leading star of Bollywood—Shah Rukh Khan and his latest debut on the small screen (Kaun Banega Krorepati) is another small attempt in this direction. 
I would be highly obliged if you could kindly give it space in your esteemed column--- Reader’s Mail on coming Monday.
Looking forward to your response.

Yours Faithfully,

Dr. Devesh Vijay

Reader in History

Zakir Husain College

New Delhi-2.

Ph: 23233420

Res: D-14, A/2, Model Town, Delhi-110009. 

Ph: 65470370.

Arrogance and Ugliness

That arrogance can make even a handsome star look ugly was starkly visible on the launch of the revived TV show Kaun Banega Krorepati this week. As its star anchor, Shah Rukh Khan’s incessant self praise and conceit showed up in remark after remark on the cash spinning ‘quiz’ game, the praise I had offered to King Khan just two years ago (Friday Review/ The Hindu/ 3/9/04) seemed highly premature and misplaced to me now. The Shah Rukh Khan of ‘Kuch Kuch Hota Hai’, ‘Dilwale Dulhaniya Le Jayenge’ or even ‘Main Hun Na’ who epitomized a shift away from brawn to brains as the relished trait of a Bollywood hero now appears to be little more than froth of showbiz with his descent into roles such as Don, Baazigar and now the self anointed ‘Tarzan coming to our (women’s) bedrooms”. 

It is unfortunate enough that today’s stars show no inclination to use their charisma for a positive contribution to value change in society as did the great masters of yesteryears such as Balraj Sahni, Raj Kapoor and Guru Dutt. On top of that, an obnoxious level of conceit and thirst for “success at any cost” gets flaunted as a virtue in their proclamations with tragic implications for society. The icons of glamour, however, tend to forget that success is not only fleeting but also a product of many chance occurrences; as is that personal will and wit which some seem to be so proud of.

This comment is not an attempt to preach to the lofty superstars of today whose role, after all, is to entertain. It is rather a weary teacher’s address to those impressionable victims of hype who often ignore that the hysterical star-fan phenomenon of modernity is basically a product of a repressive and unjust society in which the chances of real romance are few even as its aspiration is all consuming. Yet, that dawn is not improbable in which a happier people would have different tastes and would probably see sensitivity as a hallmark of beauty and arrogance as a synonym of ugliness.

Devesh Vijay

