The Editors,
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New Delhi.

Ref: Letters to Editor

Sir,


Even to read about the horrid incident of robbery, murder and rape by a handful of goons aboard the general compartment of the Lucknow bound Pushpak Express on the night of December 21, near Bhopal, was a harrowing experience. For those who actually went through it all, it must have been shattering and scarring indeed. 


No society is crime proof. But we need to seriously reflect upon the extent of brutality some of us can show and, the indifference many exhibit, today, for the worst of crimes. For example, it is evident, in this particular incident that a gang of less than ten criminals looted a packed compartment of nearly hundred passengers for several hours besides molesting and raping a woman in the coach’s toilet and shooting and throwing three men, who dared to object, out of the running train. Yet, the railway police on board offered no resistance and apparently had no means to make calls for help. In fact, after the incident too, the state police were fighting over issues of jurisdiction and responsibility; the woman who was reportedly raped, possibly under pressure from her relatives or, under threat from the goons themselves, refused to cooperate with investigation; the TV news channels reported the issue with familiar nonchalant attitude between cricket, Bollywood and scandalous news items and no channel bothered to even check on those three men who perhaps tried to resist the goons to face death, one by one. Does the blame extend to our entire ethical system that teaches us that everyone gets his due and that the almighty will incarnate to change society ?  

Yours Faithfully,

Dr. Devesh Vijay

Reader in History

Zakir Husain College

New Delhi-2.

Ph: 23233420

Res: D-14, A/2, Model Town, Delhi-110009. 

Ph: 55470370.

