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Sir,

Writing on the World Social Forum 2004 (edit dated 21/1/04), Mr. Indrajit Hazra rightly contrasted the quiet and concrete work of activists like Chandi Prasad Bhatt to the noisy and flamboyant posturing of the majority at the WSF in Mumbai. The quotations from the speeches of Ms. Arundhati Roy and Ms. Medha Patkar at the forum further proved that even the supposedly serious element at the carnival has perhaps slided into naiveté and sheer anger. It is sincerely hoped that the meet would create new synergies and networks (globalization?) amongst anti-globalisers and throw up more imaginative projects to bring dignity to the lives of the marginalized millions. The follow up on previous such fora do not seem to show much promise yet.
It may be relevant here to remember that postmodernity is actually swelling the ranks of those who have neither religion nor country nor much of a family today. With unprecedented leisure at hand, we then look around for causes which would lend some meaning and dignity (self esteem ?) to our unanchored lives. But it would be merciful, if we could also keep our causes and missions realistic and commensurate with our capabilities. The inspiring examples set by Charu Mazumdar, J. V. Kurien and Satyendra Dubey, within our country, are loadstars on these lonely treks. This is not to be derisive of carnivals. But let us call them just that.

