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ABSTRACT

Open access movement 1S gaining momel}mm argund the world and myq
publishing houses are coming forward in providing the DT review Te g
literature in Economics. The study aim to investigate the T ed SChOlarly
literature in the field of Economics published worldwide. The Study alsess scholarly
the growth in various facets of open access literature in Economics such ag é)hIfOcuses on
growth, continent and country wise distribution, frequency ang e Onologicy
distribution and the role of major publishing houses in the movement of oﬁlel ;gae Wisg
Ceegg,

1. Introduction

The killing technology of the 21st century, ze., ICT has shrink the physical b :
the worlq gnd brought many revolutionary changes in the entire Process :fundaﬂt3§ of
and acquiring, stpring and retrieving, downloading and distributing, and ConacEessmg
and communication information throughout the world. Moreover. i;lcreasin S0Udafin
research journals by the publishers has posed a major thr,eat to Hb%ai'relgexg

information centers. To communicate the work published in the form of scholarly
and scientists, the Open Access

The direct
disciplines (i)nryalf 01‘;1’3 OPCN access scientific and scholarly journals in differeﬂo
' ehaces, havine a quality-controlled system. It has nearly 800
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1.2 What is Open Access?

such as light, air, water, etc. The OA operat i

the original copyrights to for their work. Authors can transfer the rights to publish

to post the work on the web or else can retain the rights to post their wc?rk on f]:f:

archives. The following points are worth to mention in the context of understandin

about open access (Singh and Negi, 2011): =

» OA is the ultimate convergence (new avatar) of an age old tradition and the new
technology, to make impossible to possible an unprecedented public good;

o An old tradition—forwardness of authors and scholars to publish the fiuits of their
research in scholarly journals without payment, for the sake of wider use and
application by the public freely on Internet (i.e. a public information footpath to all);

« For the public good and they make possible as far as possible for world-wide
electronic distribution of the peer-reviewed journal literature and completely free
and unrestricted access to it by all scientists, scholars, teachers, students, and
other curious minds; and finally

e OA is a technology’s answer to the scholarly journals crisis or popular as serial
crisis, the world face today.

1.3 Aim and Objectives of the Study

The study aims to identity the OA scholarly literature in Economics indexed in DOAJ. In
addition to this, the specific objectives of the study include to know the (a) chronological
growth and development, (b) the world wide distribution, and (c) Asian contributions;
and to investigate (d) the languages and frequency wise distribution, (e) the
contribution of different types of publishers, and (f) to compile a directory of OA
scholarly literature in economics.

1.4 Scope of the Study

The study éovers the scholarly literature in the Economics publishe@ worldw%de a.nd
indexed in OA system such as DOAJ in the entire domain of economics and their alh;d
fields. Library is a growing organism which is truly applicable to DOAJ allf;). t
present, about 8,500 peer-reviewed scholarly journals are accessible in OA mode t Ro;g}l)l
- DOAJ. The study covers 173 peer-reviewed journals published by the various 149
 Organisations, academic bodies, commercial publishers and professional as;?'aﬁ 1((1)1iln
throughout ‘the. world. Further, the study also covers the literature being publishe
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i i rtuguese, Dutch, Tta);
such as Spanish, Sorne 1an, Russia

1 e
other than English languag
Serbian and German.
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1.5 Research Methodology 1 sthdy; literatute TeVIEW O th;: Various aspect, o
For the purpose of the prese from the major leading data ases namely il

or has been done Library, Information Science and TeChnolgn

movement/im'tia.tive ts (LISA), : e
Information Science Absl‘;;z ;chbase and print journals. After TeVIEWINg in the areago);
STA), Emera the website of DOAJ, the required data needeq for the

tracts (L1 . 1d
é{f and scholarly pub;‘IShliﬁi ;t the actual position and other statistical data Whic 1
study was collectgck - \(;)vebsi te. the website of the each Joqrnal was accessed ang -
not avaulablf3 at Dthe final stag’e the data is analyzed an_d 1ntemreted With the help 5
deesreEgilgldgzégg on a set of parameters to get the right picture to QA Scholarly

literature in the area of economics.

2. Review of Literature

Sangeeta and Sonbham (2008) feels that OA initiative e.:me.rged as a revoluﬁonaly
movement that promotes free access to scholarly pubh.catlons over the Internet,
removes the price and permission barriers and ensures the widest possible dissemination
of research. OA exists where there is free, immediate and unrestricted availability of
digital content. While Kingsley (2009) argues that the traditional scholarly journa]
system is outdated and in need of re-organization and that the new Internet
technologies provide opportunities for change. Ylotis (2005) finds that OA archiyes
and OA journals as steps forward towards the democratization of information and
knowledge by removing access restrictions. MecCulloch (2006) also argues similar to
Ylotis that the OA initiative is dramatically transforming the process of scholarly

~ barriers ang ens ; - i
'1(201,1)invesﬁgaggst;ge Widest Possible dissemination of research. Singh and Negl
- ‘ Contribution of Indian premier research organization such as

. O, I I .
ormation and mg e SVI'I]{’ INS.A’ etc. in Publishing and making available scholatly
i may atlable in QA mode. The study analyzed and presented the

e-y'z,;iagd Othe i e B 04 journa); according to subject wise, institution?
. S language, frequency, mode, formats &
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3. Data Analysis and Interpretation

The collected data from the DOAJ has been th

ot el i s S s, e foroughly analyzed using the MS-Excel

sio llowi :
of OA scholarly publishing literature in ecgnsgi?f tf;le;e%l\{ﬁ thIe) gfrall picture
- the 12 1731 @A

journals are being puplisl_led in the field of economic i

top 10 _leqdmg 1;ountnes n thg contﬁbuting to the ﬁleil\z(t)‘rcl;cl:‘:rig;i;rsabllte '1 e

Romanla is on the top rank with 25 Journals; followed by United Sta (= n foupd 5

Spain having 17 journals each, Brazil having 15 journals Mexico anc';e(g)afr;:dral?ehncajL an(71
> aving

journals each, UK, Italy and Colombia having 6 journals each respectively. Therefore
g contributed/ published by thesé

the study indicates that more than 64% literature is bein
ten countries representing the entire Western World

Table 1: Top 10 Countries Contributions to Economics in DOAJ

C.ountry Journals % Rank
Romania 25 2259, 1
USA 17/ 153311 2
Spain 17 1531 3
Brazil 15 13551 3
Mexico 7 6.30 4
Canada 7 6.30 4
UK 6 5.40 S5
Ttaly 6 5.40 5
Colombia 6 5.40 S
Germany 5 4.50 6

Total 111 100.00

Table 2: Asia’s Contribution to OA Journals in Economics

Country Journals % Rank
Pakistan 04 57.14 1
India 01 14.28 2
China 01 14.28 2
Indonesia 01 14.28 2
Total 07

least to OA journals in economics, i.e., only
ccupies the top position with 4 OA journals
ly world’s large populated

The Asian countries have contributed the

7 journals. Table 2 shows that Pakistan o )
Constituting 57.14% of the total contribution. Unfortunately w
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Table 7 provides information about the availability of downloading optlmilz 2 Vailable
in OA scholarly journals in economics. It is viewed from the Tableo7 that - Journa)q
(97.33%) are available in PDF followed by 2 journals (1.33 o) 1n TML anq
PGY/HTML, respectively. Twenty-three journals could not be accessed at the time
conducting this study; therefore, the above figures are based on 150 journals only,

Table 7: Downloading Formats of OA Journals

r Format Journals 20 T
| PDF ] 146 97.33
HTML 02 1.33
PDF/HTML 02 133
Total 150

Publishers are the most important channels of communicating and dissemination of
scholarly information worldwide. The Tabl@ .8. gives mnformation on the types of
publishes involved in contributing to the OA initiative/movement. It is found from the
study that academic publishers are contributing 83 journals, followed by professiong]
 associations (31), commercial publishers (27? R&D' publishers (12) and S
contributing 12 journals. The nature of other 12 is that these are being published in the

name of the journal as publisher.

Table 8: Publisher-wise Distributions of OA Journals

Publishers Journals % Rank T
Academic publishers 83 47.97 1
Professional associations 31 17291 2
Commercial publishers 27 15.60 3
R&D publishers 20 11.56 4
Others 12 6.93 5

4. Findings of the Study

On the basis of the data collected from the DOAJ on the OA scholarly literature It
economics the following inferences has been drawn: _
e There are 111 scholarly OA journals contributed by top 10 countries of the world 1t
the field of economics. Romania tops the list with rank 1 followed by USA. o
~* Only 7 journals are contributed from the Asian region; Pakistan tops the list and Inot
- has only one OA journal in the field.




0 Access Scholarly Publishing in Economies . - : . 17 1

A total of 173 journals (up to March 2012) in the field of economic |
2 : ! s have b
indexed worldwide. The highest number (40 journals) were indexed in thevyea: ZI;'

Po ici ) . : :
system of scholar!y communication, z.e., OA system is gaining momentum due to the
collaboration of international scholars/associations in overcoming the problem of

popularized in developed countries like USA, UK efc. but the countries like Romania
also contributing a lot in the field of economics. When we look into the overall
contribution to OA in economics, we find very little contribution from the Asian
countries like, India, China, Russia, Japan, Korea, etc. It is worth to mention that India
contributing 312 journals to OA movement especially in the field of science and
technology. Therefore, all government sponsored publishers should seriously come
forward to provide scholarly information in OA to the world communities for the
progress of research and academic endeavours.
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