Mystery Genres

Mystery fiction has had many labels attached to it over the course of the genre's history and there have been many attempts to classify it. 

Thrillers, whodunits, mysteries, crime fiction, detective fiction: all of these, and more, have been used, separately or interchangeably, to describe basically the same thing. They are all essentially referring to the same overall genre of literary fiction, the mystery or crime story. 

While there are specific categories of mystery writing that have long been recognized (see below), the overall confusion can perhaps best be summed up in Bruce Cassiday's essay, "Mayhem in the Mainstream: A Study in Bloodlines." Cassiday relates the story of his neighborhood librarian who, when asked to describe the difference between mystery and mainstream novels, replies, "If it's got a dead body in it, it's a mystery!" 

Locked Room or Puzzle 

A murder victim is discovered in a room or enclosure with no apparent exit, leaving the detective to ascertain the killer's means of escape. First introduced in Edgar Allan Poe's 1841 story, "The Murders in the Rue Morgue," the locked-room format uses such devices as misdirection (red herrings) and the illusion to deceive the reader into thinking that escape from the sealed room is an actual impossibility. In reality, a very simple solution has been available to the reader from the beginning. A few examples: 

"The Big Bow Mystery" by Israel Zangwill (1891) 

"The Problem of Cell 13" by Jacques Futrelle (1905) 

Cozy 

Also known as the English country house or manor house mystery, this genre is generally acknowledged as the classic style of mystery writing. Prominent in England during the 1920s and '30s, this style focused on "members of a closed group, often in a country house or village, who became suspects in a generally bloodless and neat murder solved by a great-detective kind of investigator." (Crime Classics) The stories almost always involved solving some form of puzzle, and invariably, observation, a keen understanding of human nature, and a heavy reliance on gossip were indispensable tools used in the solving of the crime. 

This style of writing proved to be so popular that The Detection Club was founded in 1928 to outline the Rules of Fair Play, which members needed to follow in order to create proper mystery stories. A few examples of the cozy: 

"Murder at the Vicarage" by Agatha Christie (1930) 

"The Queen's Square" by Dorothy L. Sayers (1933) 

Hard Boiled 

Also known as private-eye fiction or Black Mask, hard-boiled fiction is the United States' foremost contribution to the mystery genre, and it was a dramatic change from anything that had been seen before. Born in the 1920s with the rise of pulp magazines, these stories captured the reality of life in America at this time in history. Most stories featured a tough guy main character, an "isolated protagonist who managed to obey his own code of ethics and achieve a limited and local justice in a less than perfect world." (Crime Classics) 

The most famous of these pulps, Black Mask, introduced such private eyes as Dashiell Hammett's Sam Spade and Raymond Chandler's Philip Marlowe. The magazine became "the major proving site for hard-boiled detective fiction." (Crime Classics). Here are a few examples: 

"The Maltese Falcon" by Dashiell Hammett (1930) 

"The Big Sleep" by Raymond Chandler (1939) 

Police Procedurals 

The main characteristic of these types of stories are their realistic portrayal of police methods in the solving of crime. Police novels, or procedurals, usually center on a single police force or precinct, with each individual within becoming a part of the story. Often showcasing several cases at the same time, procedurals concentrate on "the detailed investigation of a crime from the point of view of the police, and in the best examples of the kind does so with considerable realism." (Bloody Murder) 

The procedural format is perfectly suited to television as well, evidenced by the popularity of such shows as "Dragnet" and "Hill Street Blues." 

Here are a few examples of the police procedural: 

"Sadie When She Died" by Ed McBain (1972) 

"The New Centurions" by Joseph Wambaugh (1970) 
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Hard-Boiled Fiction

ard-boiled, or Black Mask, fiction was born in America during the 1920s, a time when magazines known as pulps were flourishing. Since the turn of the century, these cheap publications had grown increasingly popular. 

 Probably the best known of these, and certainly the most influential, was The Black Mask, founded in 1920 by Henry L. Mencken and George Jean Nathan. During its long run (1920-1951), the magazine came to be associated with a style of writing that profoundly changed the face of detective fiction. Originally publishing any type of adventure story, The Black Mask eventually came to focus on crime and detective stories exclusively. 

It was during Joseph Thompson Shaw's editorship (1926-1936) that the magazine really hit its stride. It was Shaw who shortened the magazine's title to Black Mask, and attempted, through the stories he published, to reflect a certain style of writing, taking detective fiction in an entirely new direction. 

Black Mask stories reflected the harsh realities of life in America during that time; consequently the main characters were usually tough guys, loners, men who lived not only by strict ethical codes, but also "brought justice to the weak and death to those who preyed on them." (The Crime Classics) 

Two Black Mask writers in particular came to symbolize hard-boiled fiction. 

Dashiell Hammett (1894-1961) and Raymond Chandler (1888-1959) both created stories and characters that will forever be identified with private-eye fiction, in the process creating a whole new genre. These stories, with their harsh realism, violence, and terse dialogue, remain the best examples of a style of writing that is acknowledged to be the most important contribution the United States has made to the mystery genre. 

Dashiell Hammett started to write for Black Mask and other pulp magazines, where his first two novels, "Red Harvest" (1929) and "The Dain Curse" (1929), were serialized. These were followed by The Maltese Falcon (1930), which introduced his most famous character, Sam Spade. The 1941 version of the novel starred Humphrey Bogart as the reclusive P.I. Also appearing in The Adventures of Sam Spade (1944), Spade is probably the best-known private eye of all time. 

 Hammett also created the amateur crime-solving team of Nick and Nora Charles in his last book, "The Thin Man" (1934). 

Raymond Chandler began writing late in life, publishing his first novel at age 50. After losing his job as an oil executive during the Depression, he saw detective fiction as a way to earn money. His many short stories published in Black Mask helped define hard-boiled fiction. 

With "The Big Sleep" (1939), he introduced gumshoe Philip Marlowe, immortalized on film when the book was made into a movie starring Humphrey Bogart as the popular private eye. Chandler went on to write seven novels featuring Marlowe. 

An expert at dialogue, Chandler's use of metaphor and simile in his writing conveyed a sense of time and place that exemplified hard-boiled fiction at its best. 

Television Mysteries

he most successful media for the mystery genre has proved to be the television. Throughout its history, TV has played host to countless mystery series, some wildly successful, some only on the air for a few weeks. In either case, the marriage of television and mystery is one that mystery fans have embraced wholeheartedly. 

 The 1950s were the first real decade of network television and saw its share of popular mystery and crime series. "Dragnet" was one of the first true success stories of the small screen. With the famous refrain "dum-de-dum-dum," and the voice of Sergeant Joe Friday narrating, the show was an instant hit. Among others were the immensely popular "Perry Mason" (1957-67) and "The Thin Man" (1957-60) based on Nick and Nora Charles, Dashiell Hammett's ace crime-solving team. 

The 1960s saw such popular but short-lived series as "The Mod Squad," "It Takes A Thief," "The Fugitive," and a syndicated import from Britain called "The Saint." 

One of the longest-running, and certainly one of the most popular, detective series in history debuted on September 20, 1970. Running for 12 incredible seasons, "Hawaii 5-0" brought the phrase "Book 'em, Dan-O" into America's living rooms. 

 In March of 1971, "Ransom for a Dead Man" was televised on NBC, marking the return of Peter Falk's famous Lieutenant Columbo. Originally appearing in a TV movie called "Prescription: Murder" in 1968, the return of "Columbo" proved to be quite successful. A rumpled police detective, Columbo unfailingly outwitted his adversaries with a combination of brilliant police work and the deception of his seemingly dim-witted personality. "Columbo" ran triweekly for seven years on "The NBC Mystery Movie," along with two other mystery series, "McMillan and Wife" and "McCloud." 

In 1973, "Kojak," starring Telly Savalas, debuted as a "model of realistic plots and production." With his ever-present lollipop and his famous line, "Who loves you, baby?", Lieutenant Theo Kojak worked out of Manhattan's South Precinct along with detectives Stavros, Crocker, Saperstein, and Rizzo. 

Other popular mysteries during the 70s included "Baretta," "Harry-O," and the long-running favorite "The Rockford Files," starring James Garner. 

January 15, 1981 saw the arrival of "Hill Street Blues," a police show unlike any seen before it. Running for seven series, the gritty show portrayed urban police life and the problems and anxieties facing the officers in their personal and professional lives. 

The Hill Street Blues format has been copied and repeated with great success, one example being the current hit police drama "NYPD Blue," produced by Stephen Bochco, the creator of "Hill Street Blues." 

 The longest-running mystery drama in television history began on CBS in 1984, with the introduction of Jessica Fletcher. "Murder, She Wrote" ran for twelve years. The most famous resident of Cabot Cove, Maine, Fletcher solved her mysteries with a combination of humor and good taste. With a seemingly unending stream of friends and relatives, there was never a shortage of murders to be solved. 

British mysteries continue to be a staple on television and cable networks as well, with such imports as "Prime Suspect"'s Jane Tennyson, Jeremy Brett's Sherlock Holmes, and David Suchet's Hercule Poirot all achieving quite loyal followings among American viewers. 

Whether they are of American or British origin, TV mysteries are likely to remain a favorite with mystery fans the world over, having shown no signs of losing their popularity. 

Other Mystery Writers

ne of the major literary figures of the nineteenth century, Charles Dickens proved to be a major influence in the development of detective fiction. 

 In addition to "Oliver Twist" (1837), "David Copperfield" (1850), several of Dickens' novels contained elements of detection. In 1850, he wrote "The Detective Police," four sketches published in his periodical, "Household Words," which introduced the concept of the detective for the first time. 

"Bleak House" (1852) centered around a Victorian family and their saga, but was concerned as well with crime, persecution, and legal proceedings. 

"The Mystery of Edwin Drood" (1870) may have been conceived as a crime novel but remains unsolved as Dickens died before completing it. Over the years many attempts have been made to solve the story's main mystery, adding to the intrigue surrounding the book. 

Dickens' close friend and contemporary, Wilkie Collins, has been called the father of English crime fiction. 

"The Woman in White" (1860) features two amateur detectives up against a professional spy. Said to be the first true English detective novel, "The Moonstone" (1868) introduces Sergeant Cuff. Cuff has been called the perfect detective, "a real and attractive personality, ... he is brilliant without being infallible." (The Whodunit) 

Collins introduced the concept of playing fair with the reader: all the clues necessary to the solving of the crime are introduced early in the book. He also developed the concept of choosing the guilty party from the most inconceivable of suspects. 

Cicero

icero was born Marcus Tullius Cicero in Arpinum, a small town on the outskirts of Rome on January 3, 106 B.C. As a young man in Rome his skill as an orator had already begun to grow. He began to plead cases in the public forum in his 20s, becoming well known in a very short period of time. By the time he was in his mid-30s he was the most recognized pleader at the Roman bar. A magistrate as well as a public speaker, at 42 he was elected Consul, Rome's highest office. 

 Cicero was not only a great orator, but a writer as well as a statesman. His extensive writings included 58 speeches, about ten thousand pages of philosophy and rhetoric, and some eight hundred letters. He was perhaps most famous, however, for his speeches in the Roman courts and Senate. Since there were no newspapers in Ancient Rome, these speeches took on tremendous importance, providing news for the public as well as entertainment. All of Cicero's speeches were copied, circulated, read, and reread. 

Two well-known lawsuits of his time made Cicero famous. 

The first involved the governor of Sicily, Gaius Verres, who had been accused of murder and theft. Representing the state, Cicero forced Verres into exile after witness testimony and a fiery speech accused Verres of his crimes. 

A second case involved a man accused of patricide in which Cicero revealed in court that others had murdered the accused's father in an attempt to frame the young man and steal the family fortune. 

Some say that in these cases and others like them lie the true beginnings of the public's unending fascination with mystery and crime. 
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Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849)

he father of the modern mystery, Edgar Allan Poe, was born in Boston on January 19, 1809. He was educated in Virginia and England as a child. It was during his later years at West Point that he showed a remarkable propensity for writing prose. As early as the age of 15, he wrote these words in memory of a female acquaintance, "The requiem for the loveliest dead that ever died so young." 

 Indeed, Poe's first love was poetry, although he was unable to make a living at it early on, he was able to publish two small volumes during these early years. 

Only after becoming an assistant editor at the Southern Literary Messenger in Richmond, Virginia, in 1835 did Poe's literary talents start to blossom. It was at this time in his life that Poe fell in love with his 13-year-old cousin Virginia. Their marriage forced him to find a source of income. When the editor of the Messenger offered employment, Poe eagerly accepted. 

During his tenure at the Messenger, Poe was an editor as well as a contributor. In early 1836, Poe was credited with "between 80 and 90 reviews, six poems, four essays and three stories, not to mention editorials and commentaries." (Edgar A. Poe: Mournful and Never-Ending Remembrance) 

Poe was to work for several publications as both editor and contributor. His career as an editor coincided with his growth as a writer. While working in Philadelphia for Burton's "Gentleman's Magazine" in 1839, Poe's work continued to flourish. At this time in his career he still was not secure financially, but his work was being recognized and praised, which helped greatly in furthering his reputation. During his tenure at Burton's he wrote such macabre tales as "The Fall of the House of Usher," and William Wilson. Tales like these psychological thrillers were to become Poe's trademark. 

In 1841, Poe began working for a man named George Graham, who offered him $800 a year to work for him as an editor. While at Graham's, Poe was preparing his famous work, "The Murders in the Rue Morgue," for publication. 

Published in April 1841, this story featured Auguste C. Dupin, the first-ever fictional detective. Poe's "tale of rationation," as he termed it, "inaugurated one of the most popular and entertaining forms of fiction ever conceived." (Edgar A. Poe: Mournful and Never-Ending Remembrance) 

It was during these years in Philadelphia that Poe published such trademark horror tales as "The Tell-Tale Heart," and "The Pit and The Pendulum." 

It wasn't until the 1845 publication of Poe's famous poem "The Raven" that he achieved the true rise to fame that had been denied him until then. The public's reaction to the poem brought Poe to a new level of recognition and "could be compared to that of some uproariously successful hit song today." 

In February 1847, Poe's young wife died of consumption. Poe was devastated by her death and penned these words, "Deep in earth my love is lying and I must weep alone." 

During the years following Virginia's death, Poe's life was taking a steady turn downward. He suffered through a suicide attempt, several failed romances and engagements, and a largely unsuccessful attempt to resurrect his failing career after a long bout with alcoholism and depression. 

Poe died at the age of 40 in October 1849 in Baltimore. Although the exact circumstances of his death remain unknown, it seems clear that his death can be attributed to the effects of alcoholism. A contemporary of Poe's at the time remarked, "This death was almost a suicide, a suicide prepared for a long time." (Edgar A. Poe: Mournful and Never-Ending Remembrance) 

Although he lived a short and tragic life, Poe remains today one of the most-beloved mystery writers in history. His contributions to literature and the mystery genre cannot be underestimated. 
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Sherlock Holmes 

ir Arthur Conan Doyle (1859-1930) was born in Edinburgh, Scotland. He studied to be a doctor at the University of Edinburgh and set up a small practice at Southsea in Hampshire during his 20s. While the practice proved largely unsuccessful, the lack of patients provided him with the opportunity to create possibly the most popular character ever introduced in the history of fiction, Sherlock Holmes.

While at University, Conan Doyle had been greatly influenced by John Bell, one of his professors. Bell was an expert in the use of deductive reasoning to diagnose disease. Conan Doyle was so impressed that he used these same principles when creating his famous detective. 

Holmes was introduced in A Study in Scarlet (1887), followed by A Sign of Four in 1890, but didn't really take hold of the public's imagination until Strand magazine, newly founded in 1890, published a series of short stories called "The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes." From that point on the public couldn't get enough of Holmes and his always reliable confidant, John H. Watson, a retired military doctor. 

Residing in London at 221B Baker Street, Holmes's character and personality set him apart from all others. "Holmes, with his keen sense of observation, his lean face and hooked nose, his long legs, his deerstalker hat, his magnifying glass, and his ever-present pipe. This personality is what caught the reader's imagination." (The Literature of Crime and Detection) 

 From 1891 to 1893, Strand published stories featuring Holmes and Watson, all avidly followed by the public. When in The Final Problem (1893), Holmes and his longtime nemesis, Professor Moriarty, are killed off, the public outcry was so great, Conan Doyle was forced to bring him back to life. He continued the exploits of Holmes and Watson nine years later in The Hound of the Baskervilles (1902). 

More novels and short stories appeared to the delight of Conan Doyle's fans until The Case-Book of Sherlock Holmes (1927), the last to feature the brilliant sleuth. 

Sherlock Holmes is without doubt one of the most beloved figures in the history of mystery fiction. Conan Doyle's works were made into several stage plays and feature films. In all, Holmes and Watson were featured in four novels and 56 short stories. 

Despite the success of his most famous character, throughout his adult life Conan Doyle sought to escape the Sherlock Holmes phenomenon and concentrate on writing about his other interests. Although he was never completely successful due to the intense popularity of Holmes, he was knighted for his nonfiction work on the Boer War and also wrote other historical works such as The White Company (1890). 

Agatha Christie (1890-1976)

gatha Christie was born Agatha May Clarissa Miller in Devon, England in 1890, the youngest of three children in a conservative, well-to-do family. 

 Taught at home by a governess and tutors, as a child Agatha never attended school. She became adept at creating games to keep herself occupied at a very young age. A shy child, unable to adequately express her feelings, she first turned to music as a means of expression and, later in life, to writing. 

In 1914, at the age of 24, she married Archie Christie, a World War I fighter pilot. While he was off at war, she worked as a nurse. It was while working in a hospital during the war that Christie first came up with the idea of writing a detective novel. Although it was completed in a year, it wasn't published until 1920, five years later. 

"The Mysterious Affair at Styles" gave the world the inimitable Hercule Poirot, a retired Belgian police officer who was to become one of the most enduring characters in all of fiction. With his waxed moustache and his "little grey cells," he was "meticulous, a tidy little man, always neat and orderly, with a slight flavour of absurdity about him." (The New Bedside...) 

Christie wrote more than 30 novels featuring Poirot. Among the most popular were "The Murder of Roger Ackroyd" (1926), "The Murder on the Orient Express" (1934), and "Death on the Nile" (1937). 

In 1926, Archie asked for a divorce, having fallen in love with another woman. Agatha, already upset by the recent death of her mother, disappeared. All of England became wrapped up in the case of the now famous missing writer. She was found three weeks later in a small hotel, explaining to police that she had lost her memory. Thereafter, it was never again mentioned or elaborated upon by Christie. 

She later found happiness with her marriage in 1930 to Max Mallowan, a young archaeologist who she met on a trip to Mesopotamia. 

Another of Christie's most well-known and beloved characters was introduced in "Murder in the Vicarage" in 1930. Miss Jane Marple, an elderly spinster in the quaint English village of St. Mary Mead, solved all manner of mysteries with intense concentration and intuition. Featured in 12 novels, Miss Marple exemplified the cozy style, a form of mystery fiction that became popular in, and ultimately defined, the Golden Age of fiction in England during the 1920s and '30s. 

Christie ultimately became the acknowledged Queen of the Golden Age. In all, she wrote over 66 novels, numerous short stories and screenplays, and a series of romantic novels using the pen name Mary Westmacott. Several of her works were made into successful feature films, the most notable being Murder on the Orient Express (1974). Her work has been translated into more than a hundred languages. In short, she is the single most popular mystery writer of all time. 

In 1971 she was awarded the high honor of becoming a Dame of the British Empire. 

Dorothy L. Sayers (1893-1957)

xford-educated Dorothy Leigh Sayers was one of the most popular authors of the Golden Age era. Born in England in 1893, she received her degree at university in medieval literature. Following her graduation, besides publishing two volumes of poetry, she began to write detective stories to earn money. 

 Her first novel, "Whose Body?" (1923), introduced Lord Peter Wimsey, the character for which she is best known. Wimsey, with his signature monocle and somewhat foppish air, appeared in eleven novels and several short stories. Working with his friend, Inspector Parker of Scotland Yard, Wimsey solved cases usually involving relatives or close friends. 

Sayers was well known for "combining detective writing with expert novelistic writing," and the imaginative ways in which her victims were disposed of. Among the many causes of death seen in her novels were, among others, poisoned teeth fillings, a cat with poisoned claws, and a dagger made of ice! (The Whodunit) 

Sayers also edited several mystery anthologies collected under the heading "The Omnibus of Crime" (1929), which included a noteworthy opening essay on the history of the mystery genre. 

Later on in her life, Sayers gave up detective fiction to pursue her other interests. She spent the last years of her life working on an English translation of Dante's Divine Comedy, having always claimed that religion and medieval studies were subjects more worthy of her time than writing detective stories. 
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Ellery Queen

he Roman Hat Mystery" (1929) introduced Ellery Queen as the son of Inspector Richard Queen of the New York police department. Together, they formed a formidable crime-solving team. Inspector Queen, in his role as a policeman, collected all the clues connected with the crime in question. His son Ellery, an intellectual and writer of detective novels, would then collect and analyze the clues, ultimately solving the crime. 

This duo proved so popular that Lee and Dannay wrote 33 novels and numerous short stories starring the famous father and son team. 

In 1932, Lee and Dannay created another character under the pseudonym Barnaby Ross. Drury Lane, a retired Shakespearean actor who also solved crimes, was featured in four novels, but was never as popular as Ellery Queen. 

The concept of Ellery Queen expanded to include not only the written work, but a popular radio series, as well as several film and television projects. 

In 1941, the two cousins started the Ellery Queen Mystery Magazine. Still published today, EQMM continues to showcase the best of current detective fiction. 

Ellery Queen has received many awards, and has left an indelible, uniquely American mark on the crime fiction genre. 
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Dashiell Hammett (1894-1961)

amuel Dashiell Hammett is recognized as the first master of hard-boiled detective fiction. His lean writing style, cynical characters and complex plots brought a new energy to pulp magazines then went on to define the genre in movies, radio and television where the private eye series became an entertainment staple. 

 Hammett wrote more than 80 short stories and five novels: "Red Harvest" (1929), "The Dain Curse" (1929), "The Maltese Falcon" (1930), "The Glass Key" (1931) and "The Thin Man" (1934). He created tough guys Sam Spade and the Continental Op as well as debonaire sleuths Nick and Nora Charles. He wrote a comic strip ("Secret Agent X-9"), an original radio series ("The Fat Man") and worked on numerous scripts, often simply to polish dialogue. Hammett's crisp, colorful language brought gangster slang into everyday speech. 

Born in Maryland on May 27, 1894, Sam Hammett was raised in Baltimore and Philadelphia. He never finished high school. At 14, he went to work at a series of jobs to help support his family. At 21, he was hired by the Pinkerton National Detective Agency as an "operative." He traveled across the country on assignment from 1915 to 1921 with time off to serve stateside in the Motor Ambulance Corps. in World War I. A bout with tuberculosis in the service kept him in fragile health for the rest of his life. Nevertheless, he managed to join the Army in WWII at age 48 and served in the Aleutian Islands for three years. 

The work of a Pinkerton investigator captured his imagination, but his assignments as a union strike-breaker did not. In Butte, Montana, the vicious murder of Frank Little, organizer of Industrial Workers of the World ("the Wobblies"), soured him on the agency. Pinkerton men were thought responsible for the killing, which was never solved. Hammett recreated the violent atmosphere of Butte in Red Harvest's fictional city of Poisonville. 

Hammett married a nurse he met during his TB treatment. They settled in San Francisco and had two daughters. In 1922 he began writing for Black Mask Magazine first using the pen name "Peter Collinson" then taking Dashiell Hammett as his byline. [At this time, he had discarded his first name and was called Slim or Dash by his friends.] The magazine stories, featuring detective Sam Spade or the Continental Op, drew from his wealth of on-the-job experience. His hard-boiled heroes are men free of family ties, loners, who live by a rigid code of personal honor. 

Hammett's marriage faltered, and he drifted down to Hollywood looking for writing opportunities in the movies. In 1930 he met Lillian Hellman, then a 24-year-old aspiring playwright married to a screenwriter. A short while later she moved in with him. Though both eventually divorced their spouses, Hammett and Hellman never married. Their relationship lasted until his death. She was pleased when he told her she was the inspiration for Nora, wife and sleuthing partner of Nick Charles in The Thin Man; however "Hammett said I was also the silly girl in the book and the villainess." 

Success in films eluded Hammett. The Thin Man became a popular movie series starring William Powell and Myrna Loy, but MGM hired other writers to script the sequels. The Maltese Falcon failed twice on screen -- as Dangerous Female (1931) and as Satan Met a Lady (1936) -- before the inspired casting of Humphrey Bogart combined with John Huston's script and direction to hit a bullseye in 1941. The adaptation succeeded in capturing the lean story-telling style of the novel as well as effectively bringing its popular hero to life on screen. 

In the late '40s, Hammett became an active supporter of the Civil Rights Congress of New York. In 1951 he refused to give information about four members of the group who were Communists and was sentenced to jail for six months. Further troubles were to follow. The IRS garnisheed all income from new publications or productions of his work for back taxes. In 1953 he again faced media scrutiny testifying as an unfriendly witness in the McCarthy hearings. 

His later years were plagued by failing health and financial problems. He was unable to finish "Tulip," the most autobiographical of all his books. [Hellman published it as a novella in "The Big Knockover," a collection of tales she edited in 1966.] After a decade of silence, Dashiell Hammett had been nearly forgotten when he died of lung cancer in 1961 at the age of 67. History has gone on to celebrate his achievements as one of the most influential American writers of the twentieth century. 
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Perry Mason

rle Stanley Gardner, the creator of the world's most famous literary lawyer, was born in Massachusetts in 1889. At the age of 20, he began his career as a lawyer, practicing law for two decades before beginning his lengthy run of success as a writer.

 An early contributor to Black Mask, the popular pulp magazine specializing in crime fiction, Gardner published several short stories before introducing Perry Mason to the public-at-large in "The Case of the Velvet Claws" (1933). 

A success from the start, Mason was adored by the public. Featured in more than 80 novels, several movies, and a popular 1940s radio show, Mason was already a household word when in 1957 the long-running, immensely popular Perry Mason television series began. The show ran for 10 years, during which time Gardner continued to produce novel after novel starring the courtroom sleuth. 

An honest fearless champion of good, Mason took on cases with the help of his friend, Paul Drake, owner of a detective agency in his building, and Della Street, his fiercely loyal secretary. 

Always at odds with D.A. Hamilton Burger and Lieutenant Arthur Tragg of the L.A.P.D., Mason was famous for his brilliant courtroom maneuvers, usually unmasking the guilty party while he or she was on the stand, unmercifully firing questions until the inevitable confession ensued. 

Using the pseudonym A.A. Fair, Gardner also published more than 25 novels featuring the detective team of Donald Lam and Bertha Cool. 

Gardner also founded The Court of Last Resort, an organization formed to aid persons falsely accused of a crime. His book about the court's work won The Mystery Writers of America's Edgar Award in 1952. 

Following Gardner's death in 1970, three short stories and two novels featuring Mason were published posthumously, attesting to the great popularity of his famous character. 
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The Shadow

ne of the most popular radio shows in history debuted in August 1930 when "The Shadow" went on the air. 

 "Who knows what evil lurks in the hearts of men? The Shadow knows!" The opening lines of the "Detective Story" program captivated listeners and are instantly recognizable even today. Originally the narrator of the series of macabre tales, the eerie voice known as The Shadow became so popular to listeners that "Detective Story" was soon renamed "The Shadow," and the narrator became the star of the radio series, which ran until 1954. 

A figure never seen, only heard, the Shadow was an invincible crime fighter. He possessed many gifts which enabled him to overcome any enemy. Besides his tremendous strength, he could defy gravity, speak any language, unravel any code, and become invisible with his famous ability to "cloud men's minds." 

Along with his team of operatives, the Shadow battled adversaries with chilling names like The Black Master, Kings of Crime, The Five Chameleons, and, of course, The Red Menace. 

The Shadow's exploits were also avidly followed by readers in The Shadow magazine, which began in 1931 following the huge success of the radio program. 

The magazine was published by Street & Smith, who had also sponsored the radio program. Over the course of 18 years, Street & Smith published 325 issues of The Shadow, each one containing a novel about the sinister crime fighter. These stories were written by Maxwell Grant, a fictional name created by the publishing company. Although several different people wrote under the pseudonym, Walter B. Gibson wrote most of the stories, 282 in all. 

Most of the novels published have been reprinted in paperback and The Shadow adventures remain popular today, with Shadow comic books, magazines, toys, games, and books bringing top dollar among collectors the world over. 

The Saint

imon Templar, alias the Saint, is the Robin Hood of modern crime. All his motives are impeccable while his behavior is often illegal. He fights crime by criminal methods, and is "the headache of cops and crooks alike." (RKO Press Release) 

The Saint, according to his creator, is "a roaring adventurer who loves a fight, a dashing, daredevil, imperturbable, debonair, preposterously handsome, a pirate or a philanthropist as the occasion demands. He lives for the pursuit of excitement, the one triumphant moment that is his alone." (D.L. Taffner Press Release) 

The adventures of Leslie Charteris' the Saint, have continuously appeared since 1928, making Simon Templar the longest running character in contemporary detective fiction. 

Novels and short stories chronicling the international escapades of this modern-day pirate have been translated into French, Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch, Italian, German, Hebrew, Arabic, Norwegian, Japanese, Danish, Finish, Swedish, Chinese, and Braille. The French editions alone, including reprints, would reach eight hundred times higher than the Eiffel Tower. There are over 25 million Saint books in print worldwide. 

"We Saints are normally souls of peace and goodwill," says Simon Templar in "Enter The Saint," "But we don't like crooks, bloodsuckers, traders in vice and damnation. We're going to beat you up and do you down, skin you, smash you, and scare you off the face of Europe. We are not bothered by the letter of the law, we act exactly as we please, we inflict what punishment we think suitable, and no one is going to escape us." 

Subtle is not exactly the best word to describe either the early Simon Templar or the style of an even younger Leslie Charteris. Yet, it is this rush of youthful exhuberance and supreme self-confidence that Charteris defines for all time the essential aspects of the Saint's persona. "He made for himself a world fit to live in. Simon Templar was a man who couldn't help spreading melodrama all around him like an infectious disease." ("The Policeman with Wings") 

More than exciting adventures, Saint novels and short stories are characterized by clever dialog, humorous descriptions, and an outrageous sense of fun. 

His earliest adventures are decidedly British, with the Saint making life miserable for both bad guys and Scotland Yard. His primary nemesis and occasional collaborator is Inspector Teal of Scotland Yard. Teal, a droopy eyed detective who looks perpetually bored, spends most of his career attempting to arrest the Saint. 

"The Saint is a compromise," wrote Charteris. "He can have all the fun and sympathy of the fugitive from justice, while at the same time his motives are most impeccably commendable. He can be rude to policemen and at the same time do their work for them." ("The Saint vs Scotland Yard") 

There were several reccurring characters in the Saint adventures, including a semipermanent ladylove named Patricia Holm. She debuted in the first Saint book, "Meet the Tiger" (1928), and reappeared in numerous books and short stories over the decades. 

Always well dressed, she enters "The Saint in Miami" (1940) wearing a $1,000 designer original. "She was part of his life, the most enduring keystone of his happiness, unchanging as the stars," wrote Charteris of his hero's primary romantic interest. "[But] I could play her down more and more, time would tell whether in the end she would fade away." 

Patricia Holm, one of the best drawn female characters in adventure fiction, was bright, witty, self-reliant, and, considering Templar's many romantic entanglements, remarkably tolerant. Patricia Holm softly left the series in 1947. 

The Saint became a British pop culture sensation in the early 1930s when Charteris was writing for The Thriller: the Paper of a Thousand Thrills and The Empire News. The Saint's popularity cut across all class lines in the U.K., and intense promotion proclaimed, "The man who has never heard of the Saint is like the boy who has never heard of Robin Hood." 

Charteris wanted a wider audience and more opportunity than England offered. A rewarding trip to America to write for the slick paper American Magazine changed everything. He was then brought to Hollywood by Paramount Pictures where he wrote the George Raft feature "Midnight Club." Returning to England a year later, Charteris wrote his first American best-seller, "The Saint in New York." RKO optioned film rights and cast Louis Hayward as Simon Templar. Worldwide popularity for the Saint was on the horizon. 

George Sanders replaced Hayward in the second film, The Saint Strikes Back, and starred in several more Saint productions of varying quality. Hugh Sinclair was the final RKO leading man to play the Saint, and Hayward returned for the independently produced "The Saint's Girl Friday" in the early 1950s.Two French films were also produced, but have never been shown in any English speaking country. 

The Saint, a hot movie property in the late 1930s, and expanded into other media the following decade. The 1940s brought Simon Templar in several versions, interpretations, and adaptations coexisting in the marketplace at the same time -- books, movies, comic books, newspaper strip, and radio. All shared the central character of Simon Templar, yet the characterizations were modified to suit the diverse media. 

For Charteris, the real Saint was the one encountered on the printed page. Approached throughout the 1950s by various television producers, Charteris refused to license the Saint to TV. Robert S. Baker broke through Charteris' wall of resistance in 1961, and the Saint finally came to television in 1962 with Roger Moore in the title role. 

Produced by ITC for British broadcast, and rejected by the American networks, "The Saint" became the most successful nonnetwork syndicated television series in history. It was the first series to be picked up by a major American network (NBC) after debuting in syndication. The first two years' episodes were in black and white, but new color shows were produced for NBC. The series continues in popularity to this day, with both the color and black and white episodes airing somewhere in the world on a daily basis. "Vandetta for The Saint" and "The Fiction Makers," both two-part TV episodes starring Roger Moore, were released to theaters as full-length Saint movies in Europe and other foreign markets. 

In the 1970s, Ian Ogilvy was cast as the Saint in ITC's "Return of The Saint." Despite high production values and glamorous locations, only 24 episodes were filmed. 

In the 1980s, DLT Entertainment secured TV rights to the Saint and produced a pilot episode for "The Saint in Manhatten" starring Australian actor Andrew Clarke. The series was not picked up, and the project was abandoned. DLT then produced six two-hour Saint television movies starring Simon Dutton as part of their "Mystery Wheel of Adventure" series which was syndicated internationally and broadcast on independent television stations in the United States. 

Charteris continued producing new Saint books into the 1980s, concluding with Salvage for The Saint cowritten by Peter Bloxsom. 

On May 7th, 1992, the Crime Writers Association presented Charteris with the Diamond Dagger, their prestigious life achievement award. 

"I was always sure that there was a solid place in escape literature for a rambunctious adventurer such as I dreamed up in my own youth," commented Charteris, "I still cling to that belief -- that there will always be a public for the old-style hero, who had a clear idea of justice, and a more than technical approach to love, and the ability to have some fun with his crusades. This is how and why the Saint was born, and why I hope he may eventually occupy a niche beside Robin Hood, d'Artagnan, and all the other immortal true heroes of legend. Anyway, on this date, I can say that I'll always be glad I tried." ("The Saint Meet the Tiger") 

Currently, movie and television rights to The Saint rest with Paramount Pictures. Val Kilmer starred in "The Saint" (1997), the studio's first film of a proposed series. In addition, RKO retains remake rights to their eight previous Saint films and recently commissioned screenwriter Larry Cohen to prepare a new script for contemporary retelling of "The Saint in New York." 

The entire history of Leslie Charteris' unique hero, the Saint, is chronicled in the Edgar Award winning book, "The Saint: A Complete History in Print, Radio, Film, and Television by Burl Barer. Following Charteris' death, the estate of Leslie Charteris authorized Barer to write new Saint adventures. Ian Dickerson, friend and confidant of the Charteris family, is writing an authorized comprehensive biography of Leslie Charteris. The official Web Site of the Saint Club, maintained by Saint historian Dan Bodenheimer, is at: http://www.saint.org. 

Discuss

The Saint  

Continue

Ed McBain 

Ed McBain

d McBain is just one of the many pseudonyms used by one prolific writer, Evan Hunter. 

 Born in New York in 1926 as Salvatore A. Lombino, the master of the police procedural has used many pen names, including Curt Cannon, Ezra Hannon, and Richard Marsten, but he is best known for his police novels written under the name Ed McBain. 

The first, "Cop Hater" (1956), introduced the famous members of the 87th precinct, set in the fictional city of Isola. Steve Carella, Meyer Meyer, Andy Parker, and the other hard-working precinct cops are usually seen tackling several cases simultaneously and have remained ageless over the course of four decades. This was necessary, according to McBain, because, he says, "If I hadn't done that, I'd now have a precinct of doddering old men." (Great Detectives) 

In McBain's books, police life is presented in a gritty, realistic style that has only added to their popularity. 

The urban setting provides an endless opportunity for different storylines and personalities to interact, increasing the sense of realism. This portrayal of the grim realities of big-city police work is balanced with McBain's "essentially optimistic view of the city as a place in which, despite the violence, moral order prevails because police are good citizens and laws work." (Crime Classics) 

Perhaps it is for this reason that McBain's novels remain so popular. 
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Nancy Drew 

 ancy Drew, a highly skilled, amateur detective character, was created in 1930 by Edward Stratemeyer. In the seven decades since her creation, the teenage super-sleuth aged from 16 to 18 years old, and solved more than 350 mysteries. Bold and independent, yet gentle and well mannered, Nancy fought off villains on one page and cooked a full course dinner on the next. Despite her pristine, upper-class lifestyle, Nancy Drew was not afraid to scour the Earth for the evil that lurked in every shadow. This made her one of the most popular heroines of modern times. 

Edward Stratemeyer's company, The Statemeyer Syndicate, created 125 series characters including The Hardy Boys, Bobbsey Twins, and The Rover Boys. At any one time, the Syndicate juggled the publications of 22 different series. Edward Stratemeyer found most of his writers through classified advertisements. To work for the empire genius, writers signed away all rights to properties. For Nancy Drew, the writers used the pseudonym Carolyn Keene to assure anonymity. 

Of all Stratemeyer creations, Nancy Drew was the most popular. Edward Stratemeyer died in May of 1930, never realizing the immense success of the series.

After Stratemeyer's death, the Syndicate passed to his daughters, Edna and Harriet. Edna contributed 10 plot outlines before passing the reigns to her sister. While Harriet is often credited as Carolyn Keene, several other authors assumed the pseudonym. Starting in 1953, Harriet authored 24 volumes. In 1959, Harriet, along with several writers, began a 25-year project to revise the earlier novels. The books were condensed, racial stereotypes were removed, and the language was updated. In a few cases, outdated plots were completely rewritten.

Other writers of Nancy Drew volumes include Mildred Wirt Benson who created 23 novels. The role passed temporarily to Walter Karig who wrote three novels during the Great Depression. Also contributing to Nancy Drew's prolific existence were Leslie McFarlane, James Duncan Lawrence, Nancy Axelrod, Priscilla Doll, Charles Strong, Alma Sasse, Wilhelmina Rankin, George Waller Jr., and Margaret Scherf.

In addition to the original Nancy Drew volumes, other series about the teenage sleuth include the "Nancy Drew Files," "River Heights" spin-off, "Nancy Drew/Hardy Boys Super Mysteries," "Nancy Drew Notebooks," and "Nancy Drew On Campus."

Nancy Drew made her cinema debut in 1938 and 1939 when Bonita Granville starred in four movies about the teenage detective. Forty years later, Nancy appeared on television in weekly mystery episodes starring Pamela Sue Martin, and later, Janet Louise Johnson. In 1996, Tracy Ryan starred in a revival series that combined the sleuthing talents of Nancy Drew with the Hardy Boys.

Edward Stratemeyer invented a character with a timeless quality. In the beginning years, Nancy Drew books were published at an astounding rate of one per month. Today, Simon and Schuster continues to match that output. As of 1993, Nancy Drew book sales reached 80 million copies and were printed in 14 languages. As demonstrated by the series' longevity, Nancy Drew continues to be a favorite among loyal fans of all ages. 
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Meet the greatest crime-solvers of all time

and the men and women who created them

ystery and crime stories are among the most popular forms of fiction today, and the popularity of the genre is no mystery to millions of readers worldwide. 

The fascination with mystery and crime can be traced back to Ancient Greece, where playwrights like Sophocles and Euripides enthralled the local citizenry with their plays combining mystery and drama. In first-century B.C. Rome, Cicero argued passionately in court in defense of accused criminals, captivating Romans with his speeches. 

While courtroom dramas still entrall readers, mysteries have taken many other forms, including cozies, locked-room puzzles, and detective pulp novels. Read our evolution of the mystery in Time Line, and you'll see that the Ancient Greeks and Romans weren't so different from modern-day mystery fans. 

Cicero lives on today as the spirit of TheCase.com, with stories of mystery, crime, and suspense weekly. 
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ystery and crime stories as we know them today did not emerge until the mid-nineteenth century when Edgar Allan Poe introduced mystery fiction's first fictional detective, Auguste C. Dupin, in his 1841 story, "The Murders in the Rue Morgue." The acknowledged father of the mystery story, Poe continued Dupin's exploits in novels such as "The Mystery of Marie Roget" (1842) and "The Purloined Letter" (1845). 

"The Murders in the Rue Morgue" is the most famous example of a mystery style known as the locked room, in which "a murder victim is found inside an apparently sealed enclosure and the detective's challenge is to discover the murderer's modus operandi." (Crime Classics) 

Poe was one of the first to shift the focus of mystery stories from the aesthetics of the situation to a more intellectual reality, moving the story from "a focus on the superficial trappings of eerie setting and shocking event to a study of the criminal's mind." (Crime Classics) 

As important as his contributions were to the genre, Poe was influenced greatly by the early work of Charles Dickens who, with his contemporary, Wilkie Collins, made major contributions to the genre as well. Dickens wrote many stories that contained elements of mystery and suspense, including "Bleak House" (1853). "The Mystery of Edwin Drood" (1870), an unfinished masterpiece, is the perfect murder mystery because Dickens death left it forever unsolved. 

A prolific writer, Collins wrote numerous essays and short stories as well as crime novels, including "The Woman in White" (1860). "The Moonstone" (1868) is considered by some to be the first true English detective novel. His 1858 essay, "The Unknown Public" suggested that a new generation of readers wanted to read books that reflected their changing place in society. The rising literacy rates combined with more leisure time contributed greatly to the popularity of novels in general and mysteries in particular. Throughout most of history, books had been a luxury available primarily to the upper classes, and were read for the sake of education rather than entertainment. 

In 1878, with the publication of "The Leavenworth Case," Anna Katherine Green became the first woman to write a detective novel. This novel introduced elements of detection later used to great effect by writers of the English country house murder school during the 1920s. 

Sherlock Holmes, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's brilliant detective, arrived on the mystery scene in the late nineteenth century in "A Study in Scarlet" (1887). Holmes possessed a singular style unlike any detective seen before. With his distinctive style and his flair for deducing clues, Holmes, with his ever-reliable sidekick, Dr. Watson, quickly became indispensable to mystery readers everywhere. 

The genius of Conan Doyle was reflected in his creation of a character whose intelligence was formidable, turning the solving of crimes into a science. Readers may have found his deductive powers too intimidating were it not for the presence of Dr. Watson, always nearby to bring Holmes back down to earth with the soothing voice of reason. 

By the 1920s British mysteries had become extremely popular, particularly the cozy, a style of mystery usually featuring "a small village setting, a hero with faintly aristocratic family connections, a plethora of red herrings and a tendency to commit homicide with sterling silver letter openers and poisons imported from Paraguay." (Murder Ink) 

The 1920s ushered in the Golden Age of mystery fiction. A time of growing prosperity in both England and America, the popularity of mystery fiction was at an all-time high. No longer used only to describe the period in history, Golden Age refers as well to the style of writing itself. Crime in these stories strictly adhere to a prescribed format with little or no variation. 

A writer emerged during this time whose name became synonymous with Golden Age fiction. 

Agatha Christie wrote more than 80 novels, spanning a career of 50-plus years, and is today probably the best-known mystery writer in history. Christie has "entertained more people for more hours at a time than almost any other writer of her generation." (Great Detectives) 

Christie's "The Mysterious Affair at Styles" (1920) introduced the Belgian sleuth Hercule Poirot, who along with Jane Marple, Christie's endearing mystery-solving spinster, remain two of mystery fiction's most popular characters. Christie perfected the cozy style over the next decade with titles like "The Murder at the Vicarage" and "The Murder of Roger Ackroyd," among many others. 

While Christie may have been the most recognizable Golden Age author, another writer at the time was also helping to define the genre. Dorothy L. Sayers, whose first mystery was published in 1923, introduced Lord Peter Wimsey, a detective whose style and intelligence won over many readers and made Sayers one of the most popular authors of her time. 

During the height of Golden Age fiction's popularity, London publisher Allen Lane came up with an idea that further helped to expand the availability of mysteries to the public. Along with his two brothers, he obtained limited rights to hardcover books written by Sayers and others. Their new paperback line was issued in 1935 with only 10 titles and quickly expanded to 70 titles within a year. Penguins, as they were called, were easily accessible to the public due to their much lower cost and availability in department stores, where most of the public shopped at the time. These paperbacks helped to bring mysteries, along with other types of fiction as well, to the public. 

American detective fiction reached its zenith in the 1930s and 40s with the immense popularity of Ellery Queen, a pseudonym used by two American cousins, Manfred B. Lee and Frederic Dannay. Their first collaboration, "The Roman Hat Mystery," published in 1929, featured an amateur detective named Ellery, who solved mysteries with his father, Richard Queen. Ellery Queen proved to be so popular that, in all, the two authors wrote 33 novels spanning over 40 years featuring the father and son team. They later created another popular character, Drury Lane, introduced in 1932. 

With Ellery Queen, Lee and Dannay had "successfully adapted the Golden Age format to the American scene." (Crime Classics) 

At the same time that Golden Age fiction was on the rise, another type of mystery was taking shape. Black Mask or hard-boiled fiction was born in the 1920s with the rise of popular magazines known as pulps. The most famous of these, Black Mask, originally published adventure stories of all kinds, but eventually devoted its pages to detective fiction exclusively. The magazine came to symbolize the hard-boiled school of writing, with contributing writers like Dashiell Hammett and Raymond Chandler. Under editor Joseph Thompson Shaw's direction, Black Mask "established a revolutionary direction for the detective story." (Crime Classics) Shaw was attempting to create a new kind of detective novel. He wanted the stories to reflect the reality of life in America at the time. Such characters as Dashiell Hammett's Sam Spade and Raymond Chandler's Philip Marlowe were hard-edged men, tough guys who lived by strict codes of honor. Sam Spade was later immortalized on the big screen in the 1941 film noir classic "The Maltese Falcon." 

The '30's also gave birth to the "quirky" detective, sleuths of unusual or eccentric personalities. One of the most notable was Earl Derr Bigger's creation, Charlie Chan, who used the sage wisdom of the Orient to solve crimes all over the world; his popularity spawned a "Charlie Chan" industry in books, movies, radio, and television. 

Another author who got his start writing for Black Mask was Erle Stanley Gardner, creator of the crime-solving attorney Perry Mason. First introduced in 1933 in "The Case of the Velvet Claws," Mason tackled cases with his friend, detective Paul Drake, and his long-time secretary Della Street. In case after case, Mason went head-to-head in court with District Attorney Hamilton Burger, usually forcing a confession from the unsuspecting guilty party during their testimony on the stand. 

Perry Mason has been featured in countless novels and films over the years and was the subject of a long-running television series that began in 1957 and ran for 10 seasons. 

In 1947, A new writer, Mickey Spillane, emerged on the mystery scene. When his book, "I, The Jury" appeared, marking the first appearance of ultra-tough guy Mike Hammer, it created a sensation. 

With his strong emphasis on sex and violence, Spillane appealed mostly to male readers, and "I, The Jury" became the best-selling mystery in history up until that time, selling over six million copies. 

Critics hated Spillane's books and their heavy focus on blood and guts, but the public couldn't seem to get enough. Spillane only wrote five more Mike Hammer novels, and all were extremely successful. 

The public's love of mysteries wasn't limited to the printed page. Not only were radio mysteries like "The Shadow" one of the most popular forms of entertainment in the 1940s, the arrival of television brought mystery in an entirely new direction. 

Mystery on television has proved to be an endless source of diversion and delight for fans the world over. Since the birth of the medium, TV has provided mystery lovers with a seemingly endless stream of colorful characters over the years and into the present. Characters such as Perry Mason and Simon Templar ("The Saint") were extremely popular during the early years of TV, followed more recently by the likes of Lieutenant Columbo ("Columbo"), Jim Rockford ("The Rockford Files"), and Jessica Fletcher ("Murder, She Wrote"), among many others. 

Another type of crime fiction, police procedural, surfaced in the 1940s, and its style coincided perfectly with the advent of television. As its name implies, it differed from other styles of crime writing because of its realistic portrayal of police methods. The stories were always presented from the point of view of the police, usually in a gritty, realistic style. 

The most successful writer of this type of fiction was Ed McBain (1926- ), who set his stories in the fictional 87th precinct in a big-city police force. The popular TV series "Dragnet" followed this format perfectly, and was followed later by shows such as "Hawaii 5-O," "Kojak," and "Hill Street Blues," all of which developed loyal followings throughout their runs on the small screen. 

Just as mystery throughout its history hasn't been limited to the page, it hasn't been limited to one audience. Some of the most popular mystery series have not been written for adults, but for children. The continued popularity of such series as Nancy Drew, The Hardy Boys, and Encyclopedia Brown, among others, attest to the fact that mystery remains a beloved pastime for readers of all ages. Current writers like Christopher Pike and R.L. Stine, creator of the wildly popular Goosebumps series, sell in the millions as well. The popular Parker Brothers game, Clue, is another example of mystery's enormous appeal to children. 

The popularity of mystery has a long and varied history and shows no sign of abating. On the contrary, it remains as popular as ever and today's mystery writers are as diverse and wide-ranging as ever. 

New arrivals on the mystery scene like Sue Grafton's Kinsey Millhone share space on the shelves with such characters as Spenser, Robert B. Parker's Boston-based P.I., and Adam Dagliesh, P.D. James' popular British policeman, along with writers like Dick Francis, whose mysteries set against the world of horse racing continue to hit the bestseller lists year after year. 

Mystery in all its forms will undoubtedly continue to capture the public's imagination, regardless of the medium, well into the future. 

